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SECTION M – EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD

Selection Criteria

NRCS will use the following criteria to evaluate project proposals.  The weight of each set of criterion is shown:

1. Purpose and goals: (20%)

a) The purpose and goals of the project are clearly stated and an executive summary is included;

b) The project analyzes the key issues related to allocation formulas (i.e., efficiency, effectiveness, data and data sources, focus on priorities, etc.);

c) Project findings will provide recommendations to improve formula.


2. Soundness of approach or design: (30%)

a) Proposed evaluation methodology is analytically and scientifically sound;

b) The project uses a transparent objective and well-rounded approach of evaluation;

c) The project promotes increased efficiencies, effectiveness and defensibility in allocation formulas.

3. Project Management: (20%)

a) The proposal has clear milestones, timelines, and designated staff;

b) The project staff has the experience and expertise to do the work;

4. Objectivity and balance of project team: (10%)

a) Involvement of balanced partnership from agricultural, conservation, environmental, and other interests critical to the success of voluntary private lands conservation;

b) Breadth and experience of project team;

c) Demonstrated track record in producing objective fact-based analyses.

5. Project Cost: (20%)

a) The budget is reasonable and consistent with approach and products proposed;

b) The budget is clearly defined by major tasks and justified.
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