PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

USAID/Tanzania Senior Family Planning Advisor

 

I.  BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION

USAID’s health program in Tanzania focuses on controlling malaria, reducing child mortality, increasing access to family planning through the Office of Health and Population, Strategic Objective No. 11 (OHP); preventing and treating HIV/AIDS through the Office of HIV/AIDS (SO 10), and; improving water and sanitation coordinated by the Office of Natural Resources and Economic Growth (SO 13). USAID has directly supported the Government of Tanzania’s Family Planning/Reproductive Health (FP/RH) program since 1989. In reproductive health, the total fertility rate remains very high at 5.7, and the modern contraceptive prevalence rate (CPR) is low at 20% with a documented unmet need of 22%. USAID’s FP program aims to support the GOT to increase the CPR by 1% per year over the next five years through:

1. Supporting  long acting and permanent contraceptive methods in the public sector;
2. Expanding social marketing of short-term hormonal methods;
3. Ensuring Contraceptive Security, and;

4. Advocacy for Family Planning to both national and District decision makers.

Tanzania is a USAID Family Planning priority country, and as such, expects to receive approximately $19 million dollars in funding in Fiscal Year 2010.

II.  BASIC FUNCTIONS OF THE POSITION

The Senior Family Planning Advisor (FPA) will provide leadership and advisory services on the full range of family planning/reproductive health, and maternal and child health activities, incorporating the Agency’s five core values in all aspects of his/her work.  These core values are: (1) customer focus, (2) managing for results, (3) empowerment and accountability, (4) teamwork and participation, and (5) valuing diversity.

The incumbent will work at a senior level in a high-priority USG foreign assistance program that requires knowledge, experience, maturity, and an ability to function independently under a complex, highly demanding, frequently changing environment. 

The position is located in the Office of Health and Population, USAID/Tanzania, in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.  S/he will be expected to work independently, take initiative, and manage a multi-cultural team with multiple results packages.  S/he will advise USAID/Tanzania on all aspects of reproductive health (RH), especially family planning (FP).  The incumbent will represent USAID at the highest government and donor levels.  Per ADS 103.3.1.1b(4), s/he will not be authorized to sign (1) obligations that require a warrant, and (2) grants to foreign governments and public international organizations, thereby prohibiting her/him from obligating USG funds in these instances.  The incumbent will supervise one senior technical Foreign Service National (FSN).

The OHP has a $52 million FY 08 budget consisting of $10.9 in FP/RH funds, $5.7 million in Maternal and Child Health (MCH) funds and $35 million in malaria funds.  The FP/RH account is expected to be $19 million by FY 2010. The FPA will be one of ten team members of the OHP.  The others being: one US Direct Hire (USDH) Office Director; one USDH Deputy Director; one US Personal Services Contractor (PSC) Quality Assurance and Maternal and Child Health Advisor, one Foreign Service Limited (FSL) Systems Strengthening Advisor (anticipated), one Third Country National PSC Malaria Advisor, one FSN Malaria Project Management Specialist; one FSN Family Planning Project Management Specialist; one FSN Financial Analyst and one FSN Administrative Assistant.  

The FPA will provide managerial oversight and technical advice to support the implementation of OHP’s FP/RH program through a combination of bilateral agreements and buy-ins to USAID/Global Health Bureau cooperating agreements.   These activities range from supply driven activities such as training in the provision of FP/RH methods, and working with the host country to improve contraceptive security, to demand creation activities such as social marketing and behavior change communication intended to increase utilization of modern contraceptive methods, to policy and advocacy activities aimed at repositioning family planning and reproductive health in the Tanzanian national agenda. A new activity in Community Based Distribution is also anticipated.
S/he will also work closely with other USAID activities, which deal with maternal and child health, malaria, water and sanitation, HIV/AIDS (including policy, prevention, treatment, and care and support activities), systems strengthening, education and natural resources.  Because of the integrated nature of the program and the importance of HIV/AIDS within reproductive health, the Senior Family Planning Advisor shall ensure synergy and complementarity between family planning and all other USAID activities in Tanzania.  

III.  MAJOR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

A.
Senior Family Planning Advisor:  As the Senior Family Planning Advisor, the incumbent will:



(1) Serve as a high-level health advisor to USAID/Tanzania's mission management and the Office of Health and Population.  S/he will keep abreast of current and new health issues, interpret and advise the Mission on implications and implementation options.



(2) Represent USAID/Tanzania at meetings with implementing partners, donors, government, USG agencies, and international and local partners.



(3) Carry out a full range of consultative, advisory, strategic, and planning responsibilities.



(4) Provide advice to mission management and the OHP team on developments in the health sector and provide recommendations on options on shaping USAID health programs.



(5) Advise and monitor USAID partner’s compliance with Family Planning regulations.


B.
Technical Leadership:  The FPA will function as the Mission lead on FP/RH activities, and function as the Family Planning Team Leader.  As Team Leader, the incumbent will manage and supervise Family Planning projects.  The Family Planning team is central to the successful achievement of the Mission's Health and Population Strategy.   As such, there are administrative and staff development responsibilities related to the supervision of FSNs.  The FPA will be a technical advisor to the OHP team leader and have specific technical oversight responsibilities.  

The FPA will assure that the following activities are designed, implemented, evaluated, and documented in an appropriate manner:



(1) Integrated family planning/reproductive health/maternal health and child survival service delivery, emphasizing the development of quality services across the nation, and provision of national level technical assistance in training and supervision, especially in long term and permanent methods, in close coordination with the Reproductive and Child Health Section (RCHS) of the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare.



(2) Expanded social marketing of reproductive health and child survival services, including behavior change communication, development of new products, and coordination with condom sales for HIV/AIDS control.



(3) Critical contraceptive security issues, including working with Medical Stores Department, RCHS, USAID contractors and grantees and other key development partners supporting assistance to family planning commodity logistics including forecasting, ordering, warehousing and distribution. and reporting.



(4) Family Planning and Reproductive Health policy advocacy to Reposition Family Planning and Reproductive Health in the Tanzanian national agenda by working with government officials at all levels, from Central Ministries to districts and villages.  



(5) Innovative maternal health and child survival activities, including new MCH initiatives to reduce postpartum hemorrhage and improve newborn care and contraceptive research. 


C.
Oversight of family Planning and Reproductive Health (FP/RH) Activities:  The incumbent will have overall responsibilities for all USAID-funded FP/RH activities in Tanzania, including but not limited to:



(1) Strategic planning and program design:  Develop strategies and detailed implementation plans for FP/RH and related health elements under USAID/Tanzania's Operational Plan.



(2) Technical:  Maintain a working knowledge of FP/RH epidemiology and modeling/forecasting of FP/RH trends and needs. 



(3) Policy development:  Work with government officials at all levels to Reposition Family Planning in the national health agenda.  Coordinate activities to assist the GOT and Tanzania’s private sector to assess current and future health and socio-economic impact of the contraceptive method mix; and, facilitate the use of information on the impact to shape policy and influence resource allocation decisions.



(4) Monitoring, implementation and evaluation:  Assure that FP/RH activities are implemented in a timely and quality manner; ensure the development of evaluation plans and utilization of evaluation findings; and, prepare the FP/RH-related sections of the Mission's annual reports.



(5) Compliance: Ensure through training, mentoring, and rigorous monitoring that HPO FP/RH programs are compliant with relevant and applicable US Government FP/RH regulations, such as the Tiahrt Amendment and the Mexico City Policy.

 

(6) Reporting:  Have primary responsibility for FP/RH-related reporting requirements, including periodic updates of the health and population situation in Tanzania (with the U.S. Embassy), and prepare other briefing documents as required.


D.
Oversee program integration of FP and MCH in Tanzania’s large PEPFAR-funded program:  The Tanzania Mission supports one of the largest PEPFAR programs worldwide.  With an FY08 HIV/AIDS (USAID) budget level of $130 million, the Mission contributes to a fully integrated HIV/AIDS programs implemented by a wide range of national and international technical partners.  FP/RH and MCH components of this large program are, in comparison, small.  But the Mission’s position is that integration of FP/RH and MCH with HIV/AIDS enables management and programmatic efficiencies that can and do result in leveraged improvements in RH and MCH health outcomes.  Integrated activities include integration of FP/RH and PMTCT services, integration of MCH activities (Basic Emergency Obstetric Care and Immediate Newborn care) with PMTCT activities, integration of postpartum FP with MCH activities, and distribution of malaria bed nets to people living with HIV/AIDS.  

The FPA will need to have the analytical skills necessary to inform and guide decision-making at the Office and Mission levels regarding the on-going effectiveness of integrated programming, where it makes programmatic sense and ensures that sub-sector objectives and results are achieved.


E.
Preparation of Key Mission Reporting Documents:  The FPA will be responsible for reporting on Tanzania-specific information related to selected aspects of OHP as part of the Mission's annual reporting process, including Operational Plans; participating in the preparation of Congressional presentations; drafting technical and congressional notifications; and preparing MAARDS and other implementing documents.   The FPA will assist the Mission and the OHP team to ensure that population-based data and information gathering tracks results and informs the development of reproductive health and maternal and child health programs.  

F.
Other Duties as Assigned:  Assist OHP with other tasks related to the planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of USAID support to the health/population sector in Tanzania.  The FPA may also represent USAID/Tanzania at international conferences, and act as a regional resource in FP/RH, MCH and/or other areas.  S/he will work closely with USAID/East Africa regional staff as needed.

IV. POSITION ELEMENTS


A.
Supervisory Controls:  Work will be performed under the general direction of the Mission Director, with substantial interaction and direction Chief of the Office of the Health and Population (OHP) of USAID/Tanzania, who will function as the FPA’s direct supervisor.  Performance is evaluated annually based on accomplishments. 


B.
Supervision Exercised:  May exercise full range of normal supervision over at least one Senior FSN Project Management Specialist, providing overall policy guidance and coordinating the work of this employee to achieve program objectives.


C.
Exercise of Judgment:  A high degree of judgment will be required to provide guidance and assistance to a wide variety of high-level professionals in the Tanzania Mission.  As a recognized expert and highly qualified professional, substantial reliance will be placed on the incumbent to independently plan, prioritize, and carry out the specific activities entailed in fulfilling major duties and responsibilities.  The incumbent will be expected to resolve problems that arise by determining the approaches to be taken and methodologies to be used, making independent judgments that can be defended as necessary.


D.
Authority to Make Commitments:  Because the position will be procured through a personal services contract, the incumbent cannot make financial commitments on behalf of the U.S. Government.  However, because of the incumbent’s expertise and standing as a highly qualified professional in his/her field, weight will be given to his/her conclusions and recommendations when commitments are made by those with the authority to do so.


E.
Nature, Level, and Purpose of Contacts:  The incumbent will maintain contacts and work with USAID staff in USAID/Tanzania, with considerable interaction with USAID/Washington Global Health and AFR Bureau staff, to provide policy and procedural guidance and to obtain information relative to programs and activities.  Official contacts will be the USAID Mission Director, USAID/Washington staff and other high-ranking USG representatives. Incumbent will also work closely with official with the Government of Tanzania at all levels, including high level officials, the private sector, as well as the NGO community. 

V. MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 

· A graduate degree in a relevant discipline such as public health, nutrition, reproductive health, MCH, social science or other field related to international development and/or public health.  

· Minimum of seven years of progressively responsible experience working for a U.S. Government agency and/or a development organization, at least five of which were spent in a developing country context supporting development programs.  

· Experience with successfully leading large international health programs and working closely with high-level officials. Strong consideration will be given to prior experience in family planning and reproductive health.

Level IV English ability (fluent) is required.  The incumbent must possess a high degree of proficiency in both written and spoken English.

