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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST
EOI  NO. PPOA/05/2008-2009
SUPPLY OF E-PROCUREMENT SOFTWARE  
The Government of Kenya has received a grant from the Government of the United States of America through USAID, under the Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC) and intends to use part of this grant for eligible payments under the contract for supply of the e-procurement software. 
OBJECTIVE OF THE ASSIGNMENT

The implementation of an e-procurement system in Kenya is part of the public procurement reform program, which aims to put in place a national procurement system for use by procuring entities. The objective of the E – Procurement system is to provide a framework that will guide the creation of a holistic electronic public procurement environment to improve the level of transparency and efficiency. The system aims to; 

· Support an integrated approach to procurement across public sector agencies. 

· Minimize transaction costs associated with procurement.
· Enhance buying power of the public sector.
· Promote competition among suppliers while maintaining reliable sources of supply. 

· Optimize inventory levels through the adoption of efficient procurement practices.
· Make effective use of human resources in the procurement process.
· Promote the use of ecommerce in the wider economy; and 

· Improve the audit ability of public procurement expenditures.
SCOPE OF SERVICES

USAID and Public Procurement Oversight (PPOA) seek to procure the services of a suitably qualified vendor to supply and implement an e-procurement system for the Government of Kenya. The scope of work for this implementation will cover the following specific activities; 

· Supply a suitable e-procurement application software based on the detailed technical and functional specifications to be provided in the Request for Proposal (RFP).

· Install the application software on sites defined by the procurer.
· Configure and customize the software based on a mutually developed and signed off business blueprint. 

· Enhancement of the system to meet the requirements of the GoK.
· Develop interface programs to other systems in central government and those systems used in the pilot entities. The details of the pilot entities will be provided.

· Review the current procurement processes, legal framework and available documents in order to ensure the system is customized to current and future processes as provided by the GoK.
· Customize the system for the Government of Kenya in line with the current legal framework governing public procurement in the country. Details of the current public procurement environment and public procurement processes will be provided. 

· Development of system functionality gaps to meet the requirements of the Public Procurement and Disposal Act, 2005 and Regulations.
· Migrate both transaction and non transaction data for the current financial year to the new application for continuous business processing. Such data will include but not limited to suppliers, goods, works and services, outstanding purchase orders.
· Facilitate both technical and functional system testing and acceptance.  

· Provide guidance to the GoK to enable development and implementation of a knowledge transfer program to government officers in the pilot entities and suppliers that will be impacted by the systems implementation. 
· Facilitate the pre go-live preparations which includes organizing pre go-live dress rehearsals with various user groups individually and collectively and developing a final go-live plan. 

· Undertake post go-live support on an ongoing basis. Such support will include; onsite support over the period required to stabilize the system after go-live (3 months), on and offsite support following successful go-live and Periodic maintenance of the e-procurement system including installation of patches and new releases. 

· Provide advice to the Government in the scoping of hardware requirements for the e-procurement application. This includes review and advise on the appropriate server hardware specification for the e-procurement system, appropriate wide and local area network required and requirements of other peripheral devices (type and number) that may be needed for the new environment. 


The Public Procurement Oversight Authority (PPOA) now invites interested eligible firms to express their interest in the above assignment. 
A Shortlist of qualified firms will be compiled in accordance with the GOK/USAID procurement guidelines. Each response shall be reviewed against a set of pre-defined criteria, and rated on its ability to respond to the requirements stated in this EOI. The criteria for this evaluation will likely include, but not necessarily be limited to, the ability to implement the scope of services described above together with the firm’s profile, experience in similar assignments with appropriate references, availability of qualified staff among others. The deadline for the submission of Expressions of Interest is 10.00 hour’s East African time on Friday May 29th, 2009. 

Telegraphic/Telex/ Email expressions of interest are not permitted. Late submissions will not be accepted irrespective of the circumstances. 
Interested consultancy firms may obtain clarifications, if any, from the office of the Interim Director General, Public Procurement Oversight Authority at the address given here below from 08:00 hours to 16:00 hours East African time from Mondays to Fridays excluding public holidays. 

DIRECTOR GENERAL (INTERIM)
PUBLIC PROCUREMENT OVERSIGHT AUTHORITY
NATIONAL BANK BUILDING, HARAMBEE AVENUE 

P.O. BOX 58535-00200,
NAIROBI, KENYA
Tel: +254-020-3244000,   Fax: +254(020)2119410, Email: Info@ppoa.go.ke 

M. J. O. JUMA
Ag. INTÉRIM DIRECTOR GENERAL
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