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SECTION 31 10 00 
SITE CLEARING 

PART 1 GENERAL 

1.01 DEFINITIONS 

A. Interfering or Objectionable Material: Trash, rubbish, and junk; vegetation 
and other organic matter, whether alive, dead, or decaying; topsoil. 

B. Clearing: Removal of interfering or objectionable material lying on or 
protruding above ground surface. 

C. Grubbing: Removal of vegetation and other organic matter including stumps, 
buried logs, and roots greater than 2-inch caliper to a depth of 6 inches below 
subgrade. 

D. Stripping: Removal of topsoil remaining after applicable scalping is 
completed. 

E. Project Limits: Areas, as shown or specified, within which Work is to be 
performed. 

1.02 QUALITY ASSURANCE 

A. Obtain Contracting Officer’s approval of staked clearing, grubbing, and 
stripping limits, prior to commencing clearing, grubbing, and stripping.  

1.03 SCHEDULING AND SEQUENCING 

A. Prepare Site only after adequate erosion and sediment controls are in place. 

PART 2 PRODUCTS (NOT USED) 

PART 3 EXECUTION 

3.01 GENERAL 

A. Clear, grub, and strip areas actually needed for waste disposal, borrow, or Site 
improvements within limits shown or specified.  

B. Do not injure or deface vegetation that is not designated for removal. 
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3.02 LIMITS 

A. As follows, but not to extend beyond Project limits. 

1. Excavation 5 feet beyond top of cut slopes. 
2. Fill: 

a. Clearing and Grubbing: 5 feet beyond toe of permanent fill. 
b. Stripping 2 feet beyond toe of permanent fill. 

3. Waste Disposal: 
a. Clearing: 5 feet beyond perimeter. 
b. Grubbing: Around perimeter as necessary for neat finished 

appearance. 
4. Other Areas: As shown. 

B. Remove rubbish, trash, and junk from entire area within Project limits. 

3.03 CLEARING 

A. Clear areas within limits shown or specified. 

B. Fell trees so that they fall away from facilities and vegetation not designated 
for removal. 

C. Cut off shrubs, brush, weeds, and grasses to within 2 inches of ground surface. 

3.04 GRUBBING 

A. Grub areas within limits shown or specified. 

3.05 STRIPPING 

A. Strip areas within limits to 6-inch depth. Do not remove subsoil with topsoil. 

B. Stockpile strippings, meeting requirements of Section 32 91 13, Soil 
Preparation, for topsoil, separately from other excavated material. 

3.06 DISPOSAL 

A. Clearing and Grubbing Debris: 

1. Dispose of debris offsite. 
2. Burning of debris onsite will not be allowed. 
3. Woody debris may be chipped. Chips may be sold to Contractor’s 

benefit or used for landscaping onsite as mulch or uniformly mixed with 
topsoil, provided that resulting mix will be fertile and not support 
combustion. Maximum dimensions of chipped material used onsite shall 
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be 1/4 inch by 2 inches. Dispose of chips that are unsaleable or 
unsuitable for landscaping or other uses with unchipped debris. 

4. Limit offsite disposal of clearing and grubbing debris to locations that 
are approved by federal, state, and local authorities, and that will not be 
visible from Project. 

B. Strippings: 

1. Dispose of strippings that are unsuitable for topsoil or that exceed 
quantity required for topsoil offsite. 

2. Stockpile topsoil in sufficient quantity to meet Project needs. Dispose of 
excess strippings as specified for clearing and grubbing. 

END OF SECTION 


