Palouse Ranger District

Clearwater National Forest

RFQ-R1-5-08-016
Machine Slash Piling

Page 8

	REQUEST FOR QUOTATION
	
	PAGE    OF    PAGES

	(THIS IS NOT AN ORDER)
	THIS RFQ
	X
	IS
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	IS NOT A SMALL BUSINESS SET- ASIDE
	1 of 31
	pages

	1.  REQUEST NO.
	2.  DATE ISSUED 
	3.  REQUISITION/PURCHASE REQUEST NO.
	4.  CERT. FOR NAT.DEF.
	RATING

	RFQ-R1-08-016
	May 21, 2008
	
	   UNDER BDSA REG. 2 

   AND/OR DMS REG. 1
	

	5a.  ISSUED BY
	6.  DELIVER BY  (Date)

	Contracting Officer, Clearwater National Forest, 12730 Hwy 12, Orofino, ID  83544
	See Section F

	5b.  FOR INFORMATION CALL  (NO COLLECT CALLS)
	7. DELIVERY
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	FOB DESTINATION

	NAME
	TELEPHONE NUMBER
	 
	X
	OTHER  (See Schedule)

	
	 AREA CODE
	NUMBER
	9.  DESTINATION 

	Terri Ott
	208
	476-8299
	a.  NAME OF CONSIGNEE

	8.  TO:
	

	a.  NAME
	b.  COMPANY
	b.  STREET ADDRESS

	
	
	

	c.  STREET ADDRESS
	c.  CITY

	
	

	d.  CITY
	e.  STATE
	f.  ZIP CODE
	d.  STATE
	e.  ZIP CODE

	
	
	
	
	

	10.  PLEASE FURNISH QUOTATIONS TO THE ISSUING OFFICE IN BLOCK 5A ON OR BEFORE 4:30 P.M., Local Time, 
	IMPORTANT:  This is a request for information, and quotations furnished are not offers.  If you are unable to quote, please so indicate on this form  and return it to the address in BLOCK 5A.  This request does not commit the Government to pay any costs incurred in the preparation of the 

	June 13, 2008
	submission of this quotation or to contract for supplies or  services.  Supplies are of domestic origin unless otherwise indicated by quoter.  Any representations and/or certifications attached to this Request for  Quotations must be completed by the quoter.

	11.  SCHEDULE (Include applicable Federal, State and local taxes)

	ITEM NO.
	SUPPLIES/SERVICES
	QUANTITY
	UNIT
	UNIT PRICE
	AMOUNT

	(a)
	(b)
	(c)
	(d)
	(e)
	(f)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	     
	MACHINE SLASH PILING

CLEARWATER NATIONAL FOREST

PALOUSE RANGER DISTRICT

BENEWAH and LATAH COUNTY, IDAHO
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	SEE SECTION B FOR SCHEDULE OF ITEMS
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	You may submit your quote to the address in block 5a or by fax to number 208-476-8288. 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	Complete and return the Standard Form 18, the Schedule of Items, and your Technical Proposal as your quotation.
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	DUNS NO:__________________________________
	     
	     
	     
	     

	
	a.  10 CALENDAR DAYS (%)
	b.  20 CALENDAR DAYS 
	c. 30 CALENDAR DAYS 
	d.  CALENDAR DAYS

	12.  DISCOUNT FOR PROMPT PAYMENT 
	
	
	
	NUMBER
	PERCENTAGE

	
	XXXXXX
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	NOTE:  Additional provisions and representations
	X
	are
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	are not attached.

	
	
	
	
	

	13.  NAME AND ADDRESS OF QUOTER
	14.  SIGNATURE OF PERSON AUTHORIZED TO
	15.  DATE OF  

	a.  NAME OF QUOTER
	SIGN QUOTATION
	QUOTATION

	
	
	

	b.  STREET ADDRESS
	16. SIGNER

	
	a.  NAME  (Type or print)
	b.  TELEPHONE

	c.  COUNTY
	
	AREA CODE

	
	
	

	d.  CITY
	e.  STATE
	f.  ZIP CODE
	c.  TITLE  (Type or Print)
	NUMBER

	
	
	
	
	

	NSN 7540-01-152-8084

Previous edition not usable
	18-121
	STANDARD FORM 18  (Rev. 6-95)

Prescribed by GSA-FAR (48 CFR) 53.215-1(a)


PART I—THE SCHEDULE

SECTION B--SUPPLIES OR SERVICES AND PRICES/COSTS

MACHINE SLASH PILING

CLEARWATER NATIONAL FOREST

PALOUSE RANGER DISTRICT

BENEWAH AND LATAH COUNTIES, IDAHO
B-1 - SCHEDULE OF ITEMS:  Item 1 and Item 2
Item 1: Abe’s Feather:  These are all Intermediate cutting units.  Only selected portions of the units will be piled.  Acreage estimates are provided to give an idea of how much work will be needed.  Total estimated acres are 131.

	Subitem No.
	Description
	Unit
	Est.Acres  to pile
	Total Unit Acres
	Unit Price

	1.1
	Abe’s Animals # 5

278-5-74
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  40 acres
	83 acres
	$

	1.2
	Abe’s Animals # 6

278-4-40
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  75 acres
	153 acres
	$

	1.3
	Abe’s Animals # 12

279-5-70
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  5 acres 
	10 acres
	$

	1.4
	Feather Tractor # 5

279-5-12
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  3 acres 
	5 acres
	$

	1.5
	Feather Tractor # 6

279-5-74
	Lump Sum
	Estimate 1 acre
	3 acres
	$

	1.6
	Feather Tractor # 7

279-5-28
	Lump Sum
	Estimate 3 acres
	6 acres
	$

	1.7
	Feather Tractor # 8

279-3-46
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  4 acres
	7 acres
	$

	1.8
	Additional Hourly Work
	Hour
	XX
	XX
	$


Item 2:  White Pine Creek/Big Sand:    Some of these units are Regeneration cuts and some are Intermediate cuts. See unit descriptions in Section C-2.  For Items 2.9 and 2.14, the entire unit will be piled.  For all others, only selected portions of the unit will be piled.  Acreage estimates are provided to give an idea of how much work will be needed.  Total estimated acres are 130.

	Subitem No.
	Description
	Unit
	Est. Acre
	Total Ac.
	Unit Price

	2.1
	White Pine # 11

253-3-111
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  15 acres
	55 acres
	$

	2.2
	White Pine # 14

253-3-110
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  5 acres
	45 acres
	$

	2.3
	White Pine # 19

253-3-112
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  13 acres 
	35 acres
	$

	2.4
	White Pine # 19a

253-3-113
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  7 acres 
	13 acres
	$

	2.5
	White Pine # 19b

253-3-114
	Lump Sum
	Estimate 6 acre
	14 acres
	$

	2.6
	White Pine # 19c

253-3-115
	Lump Sum
	Estimate 8 acres
	26 acres
	$

	2.7
	White Pine # 20

253-3-116
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  8 acres
	28 acres
	$

	2.8
	White Pine # 21

253-3-117
	Lump Sum
	Estimate 5 acres
	21 acres
	$

	2.9
	White Pine # 23

253-3-118
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  20 acres
	20 acres
	$

	2.10
	White Pine # 24

253-3-119
	Lump Sum 
	Estimate 9 acres
	12 acres
	$

	2.11
	White Pine # 48

253-3-128
	Lump Sum
	Estimate 10 acres
	50 acres
	$

	2.12
	White Pine # 56

253-3-123
	Lump Sum 
	Estimate 4 acres
	10 acres
	$

	2.13
	Additional Hourly Work
	Hour
	XX
	XX
	$

	2.14
	Big Sand #5

262-2-14
	Lump Sum
	Estimate  20 acres
	20 acres
	$


B-2 – BASIS OF AWARD
The Government may make one award for both Items or may award each Item to separate contractors. Quoters must submit prices for all Subitems within an Item to be considered for award of that Item. There is no guarantee that any additional hourly work will be ordered under Subitem 1.8 or Subitem 2.13. If ordered, hourly work under Subitems 1.8 and 2.13 may consist of scattered areas of machine slash piling and/or fireline construction within the Abe’s Animals, Feather Tractor, or White Pine timber sale units.

All rates shall be fully loaded rates including all payroll expenses, overhead, profit, etc.
Technical Proposals are required to be submitted with your quotation. See Section M for evaluation and award information. You may use the proposal form provided. Contractors may quote on both Items and limit the contract award they could accept to one Item. This may be addressed in the Technical Proposal.
Technical Proposal.  Technical Proposals are required for evaluation of quotes.  Your proposal must include a narrative responding to each of the following evaluation factors.  You may use this form for your Technical Proposal. Attach additional sheets as needed for your response to these criteria.  You may not be contacted about missing information, so please respond fully to all criteria.  
(1)
Qualifications and Experience.  Identify the operator(s) who will perform the work and describe their qualifications and experience in machine slash piling and related work similar to that required by this contract. Describe average past production rates experienced.


(2)
Record of Past Performance.  List all machine slash piling and similar contracts awarded to your firm in the past three years.  Include details on the size and location of the contracts and provide the name and phone number of the Contracting Officer or client contact for each.  If problems were encountered on any of these contracts, you may identify them and the corrective measures taken to prevent a recurrance.  We will assess the performance history of the firm and proposed operators, including quality of work, timely completion, and commitment to customer satisfaction.


(3)
Equipment.  Describe the equipment, attachments, and support capability you would provide in the performance of this contract.  At a minimum, list the make, model, year, horsepower, and weight of the excavator and whether it has a thumb or grapple or other specialized attachment.  List all support equipment such as shop truck, fuel truck, ATV, etc. Describe your plan for equipment access and fueling your equipment in areas with limited road access.

(4)
Address how your machine, operator, and operating techniques will help to minimize resource impacts.
SECTION C--DESCRIPTION/SPECIFICATIONS/STATEMENT OF WORK

C-1 - SCOPE OF CONTRACT
This contract requires the Contractor to perform machine slash piling and related work, to achieve the objectives of fuel hazard reduction and site preparation, in compliance with its terms, specifications, and provisions.  It is the contractor’s responsibility to furnish all labor, equipment, supervision, transportation, operating supplies, and incidentals necessary to perform the work.

C-2 - LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The project sites are located in four timber sale areas (White Pine Creek, Feather Tractor, Big Sand and Abe’s Animals) on the Palouse Ranger District of the Clearwater National Forest.  See attached maps in Section J for detailed location information.
Desired Future Condition

Regeneration units: In addition to hazard fuel abatement, slash treatment here must also provide for site preparation for hand-planting of conifers.  Approximately 75% of the entire unit surface area should have logging slash, uprooted brush, and excessive concentrations of organic burnable material in the 0” – 4.5” size class removed.  Material will be predominantly burnable organic matter with a minimum of soil content.  This will enhance the site for hand-tree planting and also effectively reduce the fuel hazard.  Approximately 25% of the entire unit surface area should have some woody material remaining on the ground to provide adequate shading and long-term nutrient release throughout the unit.  In order to meet soil fertility mitigation requirements, coarse wood will be retained at 15-33 tons per acre, with a variety of size classes across these regeneration units.  Unsound, decomposing pieces are preferred over sound pieces.  Scarification for site preparation will be accomplished so that the ground surface on no more than 40% of the unit surface is scarified, however, in order to avoid excessive maneuvering with equipment, it is acceptable to leave isolated pockets of slash and debris.  Activity fuel in regeneration units must remain in place over one winter to allow for nutrient leaching into the soil.  Slash treatment in regeneration units must be complete by the second year post-harvest to allow for this over-wintering but also ensure timely reforestation efforts.  

Regeneration units will have machine piling and ground scarification on those portions of the units that have acceptable machine slopes and working conditions.  Section B has the unit breakdown.  Portions of those units that do not get piled will be broadcast or jackpot burned to complete site preparation.  The harvest prescription for these units was either a shelterwood, or a clearcut with reserves.  These units will be slashed prior to piling and will be planted after fuel treatment is complete.

Intermediate treatments:  There will be at least 50% overstory canopy left on site.  These units will not be planted; no site preparation will be done on them.  Hazard fuel reduction in these units will consist of disrupting fuel continuity by converting some existing machine trails into fuel breaks.  Material in the same size class as above will need to be removed along designated existing machine trails and for a distance of 25’ on either side.  There is no over-wintering requirement in these units.  Slash treatment in intermediate units must be completed by one year post-harvest to mitigate interim fire risk in the WUI.  

Intermediate treatments will require machine piling on no more than 40% of the existing machine trails on the average for all units within an Item.  The removal of natural and activity fuel along those trails will serve to strategically disrupt fuel continuity and isolate areas of slash.  The harvest prescription for these units was a commercial thin.  The areas to be piled will be slashed by the FS prior to piling.  These units will not be planted after fuel treatment is complete.  The areas to be piled will be determined by the Government and discussed with the Contractor during site walk-throughs and prework meetings.  Flagging will be hung if necessary.  This type of work has been done on an hourly basis in the past because acreage estimates are approximate.

Areas identified as roads shall be kept clear of contractor created slash piles from the top of the cutbank to the downhill edge of the fill. Slash piles will not be permitted on road surfaces.

The Contractor will not operate any equipment within 20 feet of any live stream and no slash piles will be permitted within 35 feet of a live stream.

Item 1: Abe’s Feather:  These are all Intermediate cutting units.  Only a portion of the unit will be piled.  Acreage estimates are provided to give an idea of how much work will be needed.  
Subitems 1.1 – 1.7: Feather Tractor Units 5, 6, 7, and 8, and Abe’s Animals Units 5, 6, and 12 will require machine slash piling only on selected portions of the units where machines have already worked and where slope and terrain features are appropriate.  The harvest prescription for these units was Commercial Thin.  The portions of these units to be piled will be slashed by the FS before piling occurs.  These units will not be planted after fuel treatment is complete.  

Item 2:  White Pine Creek :    Some of these units are Regeneration cuts.  Some are Intermediate cuts.  Subitems 2.9 and 2.14 will have the entire unit piled.  For all other units, only a portion of the unit will be piled.  Acreage estimates are provided to give an idea of how much work will be needed.

Subitems 2.1, 2.7 – 2.10, 2.12, 2.14:  White Pine Units 11, 20, 21, 23, 24, and 56 and Big Sand 5 will require both machine piling and ground scarification across the portions of the units to be piled.  The harvest prescription for these units was regeneration cut, Clearcut or Seed Tree with Reserves.  These units have been slashed and will be planted after fuel treatment is completed.

Subitems 2.2 -2.6, 2.11:  White Pine Units 14, 19, 19a, 19b, 19c, and 48 will require machine slash piling only on selected portions of the units where machines have already worked and where slope and terrain features are appropriate.  The harvest prescription for these units was Commercial Thin.  The portions of these units to be piled will be slashed by the FS before piling occurs.  These units will not be planted after fuel treatment is complete.  
Contractors are encouraged to visit the project sites in this solicitation, as well as areas that have been successfully piled to these specifications in past contracts. Some units are behind locked gates.  Contractors may arrange to obtain access behind gates to perform a site visit by calling Lisa Spinelli or Tom McWilliams at (208) 875-1131.
C-3 - SALVAGE.  Salvage of wood products will not be permitted under this contract.

C-4 - ROAD CLEARING.  Areas identified as roads shall be kept clear of contractor created slash piles from the top of the cutbank to the downhill edge of the fill. Slash piles will not be permitted on road surfaces.

C-5 - EXISTING FACILITIES.  Any existing facility such as water bars, culverts, or drainage ditches that are damaged as a result of the Contractor's actions shall be replaced at no cost to the Government. 

C-6 - PROTECTION OF STREAM COURSES.  The Contractor will not operate any equipment within 20 feet of any live stream and no slash piles will be permitted within 35 feet of a live stream.

C-7 - EQUIPMENT PERFORMANCE CAPABILITIES.  All equipment shall be in good operating and mechanical condition and operated in a proper and safe manner.  The Contractor shall use equipment meeting the following capabilities:

     (1) - The equipment shall be capable of reaching up to 20 feet of either side of the machine and shall be capable of piling slash a minimum of 10 feet in height from ground level. Grapple, bucket, brush rake, or combination, shall be able to support the weight of the machine to lift the machine off stumps and rocks, and to assist moving the machine on steep ground. It is estimated that a crawler-type excavator with horsepower rating of 80 to 125 hp will be suitable for performing the work.  Spacing between leave trees on Commercial Thin units will be very tight. 

     (2) - Adequate guarding is required to protect both machine and operator and a seat belt is required for the operator.  Past experience indicates this type of operation can expose the machine and operator to significant hazards caused by dislodged falling material or debris projected toward the machine from front, sides, and bottom. 

     (3) - Equipment must be capable of operating on slopes up to, but not exceeding, 55%.  Slopes ranging from 40 - 55% will seldom be encountered.  Slopes generally will vary from 0 - 40%, with a mean general average of 25 - 35%.  Piling on slopes steeper than 35% would only occur on occasional skyline corridors where direct upslope - downslope operation will take place.  Sidehill operation on 45 - 55% slopes will not be required.

C-8 – PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES - MACHINE SLASH PILING.   The work objective is to gather and pile slash and debris meeting the following description for “Material to be Piled” in such manner that will provide for:

· Complete and unattended combustion of the piles with relatively minor effort of ignition.  
· Piles shall have no significant quantities of soil mixed with material that would impede free combustion.  Exceptions are scattered pieces of wood and isolated pieces of slash described under “Long-term Nutrient Recycling” that shall be left on each acre to provide nutrients and shade for young trees.  
The size classes of material to be piled, the approximate dimensions of the piles and the approximate percentages of material to be piled and to be left laying on the worksites are as follows.  Minor adjustments to these specifications may be ordered by the COR on a unit-by-unit basis.  The work, whether done under hour or acre unit measurement, will be performed to accomplish the following specific objectives:

(1) MATERIAL TO BE PILED:  
Size: Logging slash, uprooted brush in specified areas, and excessive concentrations of organic, burnable material. Material in the 0" - 4.5" size class will be piled.  Material will be predominantly burnable organic matter with a minimum of soil content.

Quantity/Area:  Approximately 75% of the entire unit surface area should have this size material eliminated in order to enhance the site for hand tree planting and/or to effectively reduce the fuel hazard.

     (2) PILE REQUIREMENTS:  Material must be placed into piles of sufficient height so that piles will ignite readily and burn up completely.  Emphasis will be placed upon pile compaction and height will be emphasized over pile width because high, well-compacted piles ignite readily and burn up completely.  More than a minor amount of soil included in the pile will inhibit clean combustion.  Slash must be tightly pressed into piles as opposed to loosely arranged in order to support complete combustion.  Minimum pile height is 6 feet.  Past experience indicates that a ratio of two vertical feet to three horizontal feet results in piles with optimal burning capability.  For example, a pile 6 feet in height should be 9 feet wide or a pile 12 feet in height should be 18 feet wide.  These are the guidelines to be used in determining a pile's acceptability.  In areas of units that contain a minimum of slash, piles can be made smaller than the specifications indicated with the approval of the COR.  Small piles that are placed close to one another will not be accepted; consolidation of piles will be required.  

     (3) FIRELINE REQUIREMENTS:  There is no guarantee that any fireline construction will be required under this contract.  If the need arises, the work will be ordered through a contract modification and paid at the hourly rate.  When so ordered, a continuous fireline not less than 2 ft. wide or more than 4 ft. will be cleared to mineral soil on the outer edge of the cutting unit.  Firelines shall be cleared of all combustible material for a minimum width of 16 ft. This material shall be placed inside the cutting unit relatively free of mineral soil and reasonably scattered to minimize berm-like concentrations near the burn edge. No combustible material will be placed outside the cutting unit boundary.  In areas where there has been little or no tree harvest adjacent to the unit boundary, green trees 7 inches dbh and greater shall be left standing where sufficient space exists for equipment to operate. Erosion barriers (waterbars) will be constructed where erosion potential exists.  Frequency of waterbars will be discussed with COR or Inspector. When construction of fireline is required adjacent to private property boundaries, no material will be placed outside the cutting unit boundary.


(4) LONG-TERM NUTRIENT RECYCLING: Approximately 25% of the entire unit surface area should have some woody material remaining on the ground to provide adequate shading and long term nutrient release for planted tree stock or natural regeneration. This material shall be evenly distributed throughout the unit.  Unsound, decomposing pieces are preferred over sound pieces.  In order to avoid excessive maneuvering, it is acceptable to leave isolated pockets of slash and debris.  This will also apply to areas where there is not enough slash to make an acceptable pile.


(5) GROUND SCARIFICATION: In units where ground scarification is required, the work will be accomplished so that the ground surface on no more than 40% of the total unit surface area is scarified in a manner to meet the objective to create a favorable germinating and growing environment that will ensure a higher percentage of tree survivability by reducing the surface competition with other herbaceous material.  In addition, it is desirable that the scarification process provides a mineral soil growing environment that is mostly devoid of mixtures of surface litter and duff.


(6) RESOURCE DAMAGE:   Work will be performed in such manner that resource damage is minimized and/or mitigated at all times.  Damage to delicate soil compositions, creation of erosion potential, and scarring of leave trees and standing adjacent timber will not be acceptable.  In units with a commercial thin harvest prescription, most machine travel will be along existing machine trails. Adequate erosion barriers will be constructed within the area of activity to eliminate soil erosion.

(7) NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL:  In order to prevent the potential spread of noxious weeds, contractor will be required to use weed-free equipment. Contractor will remove all mud, dirt, and plants from all off-road equipment before moving into project areas. Cleaning must occur off National Forest lands. This does not apply to service vehicles that will stay on the roadway, traveling frequently in and out of project areas.
SECTION E--INSPECTION AND ACCEPTANCE

E-1 - INSPECTION OF SERVICES--FIXED-PRICE (FAR 52.246-4) (AUG 1996)

(a)
Definition:  "Services," as used in this clause, includes services performed, workmanship, and material furnished or utilized in the performance of services.


(b)
The Contractor shall provide and maintain an inspection system acceptable to the Government covering the services under this contract.  Complete records of all inspection work performed by the Contractor shall be maintained and made available to the Government during contract performance and for as long afterwards as the contract requires.


(c)
The Government has the right to inspect and test all services called for by the contract,  to the extent practicable at all times and places during the term of the contract.  The Government shall perform inspections and tests in a manner that will not unduly delay the work.


(d)
If the Government performs inspections or tests on the premises of the Contractor or a subcontractor, the Contractor shall furnish, and shall require subcontractors to furnish, at no increase in contract price, all reasonable facilities and assistance for the safe and convenient performance of these duties.


(e)
If any of the services do not conform with contract requirements, the Government may require the Contractor to perform the services again in conformity with contract requirements, at no increase in contract amount.  When the defects in services cannot be corrected by reperformance, the Government may--



(1)
Require the Contractor to take necessary action to ensure that future performance conforms to contract requirements; and



(2)
Reduce the contract price to reflect the reduced value of the services performed.


(f)
If the Contractor fails to promptly perform the services again or to take the necessary action to ensure future performance in conformity with contract requirements, the Government may--



(1)
By contract or otherwise, perform the services and charge to the Contractor any cost incurred by the Government that is directly related to the performance of such service; or



(2)
Terminate the contract for default.

E-2 – GOVERNMENT QUALITY ASSURANCE SURVEILLANCE PLAN
 (a) - Inspection and Quality Assurance.  
      (1) - Inspection.  The Contractor shall notify the COR when each item is complete and ready for inspection.  The Government will make a visual inspection of each contract item to determine quality.  If the visual inspection reveals the probability of missed objectives, the Contractor shall review the unit with the COR to determine if there is agreement.   Missed Performance Objectives will be reworked at the contractor’s expense.  If the COR and Contractor do not agree with results of the visual examination, the following systematic procedures will be used for inspection.

      (2) - Systematic Inspection Procedure.  Each contract item in question will be inspected to determine acceptability in accordance with the objectives.  Upon receipt of notice from the Contractor of unit completion, a mutually agreed upon date for inspection will be arranged.  The Contractor is encouraged to observe the inspection.  The results will not be averaged with any other item for payment purposes.  If the results indicate the need for rework, unsatisfactory portions of the unit will be reworked at the contractor’s expense.  Inspections necessitated by the rework shall be paid for by the Contractor based upon actual costs to the Government.

a.    Piles will be evaluated for their size, compaction, quantity of non-burnable material, and overall capacity to ignite readily and burn up completely.

b.   Work site will be evaluated for adequate material remaining on the ground for seedling shade and long term nutrient recycling, soil scarification, and absence of damage to natural resources and existing improvements.

SECTION F--DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE 
F-1 - FAR 52.252-2   Clauses Incorporated by Reference (FEB 1998)
This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available. Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed electronically at this/these address(es):  www.arnet.gov/far/
 FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) CLAUSES

52.242-14
Suspension of Work (APR 1984)

F-2 - ADDITIONAL DELIVERIES OR PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS

Item

Estimated Beginning Date

Performance Period in Calendar Days
1

July 16, 2008




75 Days
2

July 16, 2008




75 Days
If one contractor is awarded both Items, the Performance Period shall run concurrently for a total of 75 days.  A notice to proceed will be issued as soon as ground and weather conditions are favorable for performance of the work. The Contractor shall maintain progress at a rate which will assure completion of the work within the contract time specified above. 

Item 1.8 and 2.13, Hourly Work:

If additional hourly work is ordered, additional contract time will be specified.

SECTION G--CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION DATA
G-1 - PREWORK CONFERENCE (FS 237-1)
Prior to commencement of work, the Contracting Officer’s Representative will arrange a meeting with the Contractor to discuss the contract terms and work performance requirements.  Also at this meeting such things as work progress schedule and fire prevention and suppression plans shall be developed and established in writing.  

G-2 - BASIS OF PAYMENT AND DISINCENTIVES FOR LESS THAN FULLY ACCEPTABLE PERFORMANCE
         (a) - Payment.  Payment will be made at the unit price shown in the Schedule of Items for each Item inspected and accepted by the Government.  

When Government quality assurance indicates that the work does not meet contract requirements, the Government will take appropriate action in accordance with the Inspection clause in Section E-1 of the contract. 

G- 3  - MEASUREMENT - Area

         (a) - Measurement.  The acreages were measured on a horizontal plane within the established boundaries.

         (b) - Remeasurement

                (1) - The Contractor may, at any time after award, request remeasurement of any treatment area. The request must be made in writing. Remeasurement will be made within the established boundaries.

                (2) - If remeasurement indicates a variance of 5 percent or less in the acreage of a subitem, the contractor will pay for the actual cost of remeasurement.

                (3) - If remeasurement indicates a variance greater than 5 percent in the acreage of a subitem, payment will be based on the remeasured acreage and the Government will pay for the remeasurement. 

G-4 - METHOD OF MEASUREMENT – Hourly Work
An hour consists of 60 minutes of actual operation of equipment on authorized Government work.  Moving of equipment under its own power, when so ordered by the Forest Service on a Task Order, will constitute authorized work.  Nonproductive time such as, but not restricted to, lack of operating supplies or qualified operator, service time, time lost by reason of breakdown or being stuck, or loading time of specified accessories shall not constitute "actual operation".

G-5 - DAILY RECORD
The Contractor shall maintain a daily record for each piece of equipment showing:


(a)
Contract number and item number applicable to the equipment.


(b)
Name of Contractor and Contract Item Number.


(c)
Hours of actual operation on authorized work to nearest quarter hour.
(d) Hours of nonproductive time and reason.

(e) Start and stop time of Hobbs meter for each day worked

This daily record shall be documented on a shift ticket.  The operator performing the work shall sign the shift ticket and give a copy to the COR or Inspector.
SECTION H--SPECIAL CONTRACT REQUIREMENTS

H-1 - USE OF PREMISES (AGAR 452.236-72) (NOV 1996)


(a)
Before any camp, quarry, borrow pit, storage, detour, or bypass site, other than shown on the drawings, is opened or operated on USDA land or lands administered by the USDA, the Contractor shall obtain written permission from the Contracting Officer.  A camp is interpreted to include a campsite or trailer parking area of any employee working on the project for the Contractor.


(b)
Unless excepted elsewhere in the contract, the Contractor shall (i) provide and maintain sanitation facilities for the work force at the site and (ii) dispose of solid waste in accordance with applicable Federal, State and local regulations.

H-2 - KEY PERSONNEL 

The key personnel specified in the Offeror's Technical Proposal are considered to be essential to the work being performed hereunder.  Prior to diverting any of the specified individuals to other programs, the Contractor shall notify the Contracting Officer reasonably in advance and shall submit justification (including proposed substitutions) in sufficient detail to permit evaluation of the impact on the contract. 
No diversion shall be made by the Contractor without the written consent of the Contracting Officer, and concurrence with the District:  Provided that the Contracting Officer may ratify in writing such diversion and such ratification shall constitute the consent of the Contracting Officer required by this clause.  The contract may be amended from time to time during the course of the contract to either add or delete personnel, as appropriate.

H-3 - FIRE CONTROL 


(a)
Contractor's Responsibility for Contractor-Caused Fires.  The Contractor, whether or not directed by the Forest Service, shall immediately extinguish, without expense to the Government, all fires on or in the vicinity of the project which are caused by Contractor's employees, whether set directly or indirectly as a result of Contractor operations.  The Contractor may be held liable for all damages and costs of additional labor, subsistence, equipment, supplies, and transportation resulting from fires set or caused by the Contractor's employees or resulting from contract operations.


(b)
Other Fires.  For the purpose of fighting forest fires on or in the vicinity of the project which are not caused by the Contractor or his employees, the Contractor when requested by the Contracting Officer shall place his employees and equipment temporarily at the disposal of the Forest Service.  Payment for such services will be made by the Government at not less than the current rate for fire-fighting services established by the Forest Service in the area concerned.

Any employees and equipment furnished will be relieved from fire fighting as soon as the Forest Service finds that it is practicable to employ other labor and equipment adequate for the protection of the area.

An equitable adjustment in contract time may be made for this period.


(c)
Fire Protection Requirements - Fire Plan.  At all times during closed fire season period, as specified by State law, the Contractor shall comply with each of the following provisions to the extent applicable to his operation under the contract.



(1)
Fire Tools.  The Contractor will provide for each employee in the contract area at least one approved handtool of a type appropriate in the contract area, such as shovel, pulaski, or ax.  Tools required and furnished under (2) and (4) below, shall count toward fulfillment of the above requirement.  Where additional tools, beyond those required under (2) and (4) below, are to be provided, the Contractor shall seal such tools in one or more boxes painted red and marked "Tools for Fire Only."  All tools required herein shall be kept sharp and in good serviceable condition and maintained at locations to be designated by the Forest Service.



(2)
Fire Extinguishers and Tools on Mobile or Stationary Equipment.  Each unit of powered equipment used in connection with this contract, including automobiles, trucks, tractors, etc., shall be equipped with serviceable tools and fire extinguishers as follows:




One - fire extinguisher, dry chemical type of not less than 2-1/2 pound capacity with a 4 BC or higher rating.




One - shovel, round point #0 lady or equal.




One - ax, 2 pounds or over, 26-inch minimum length, or one pulaski.




One - water container (at least 1-gallon capacity), not required with stationary equipment.



(3)
Spark Arresters.  Each internal combustion engine shall be provided with a spark arrester or spark arresting device approved by the Forest Service.  Exceptions where the Forest Service may approve mufflers, or other equipment in lieu of spark arresters qualified and rated under Forest Service Standard 5100-1a are:  (a) small multiposition engines, such as chain saws, shall meet Society of Automotive Engineers J335b standards; (b) passenger-carrying vehicles and light trucks may have baffle-type mufflers with tail pipe; (c) heavy-duty trucks may have a vertical stack exhaust system and muffler, provided the exhaust stack extends above the cab of the vehicle.  An exhaust-driven turbocharger is considered to be a satisfactory spark arrester.  Internal combustion engine exhaust systems, arresters, and other devices must be properly installed and maintained.



(4)
Powersaws.  For each powersaw used in connection with this contract, the following will be provided:




One - shovel, round point #0 lady or equal.  Shovel must be immediately available for use.




One - Fire extinguisher, containing not less than 8 ounces of extinguisher fluid, or a dry chemical powder-type of not less than 1-pound capacity.  The extinguisher must be immediately accessible to the saw operator at all times.

Any fueling or refueling of a powersaw shall only be done in an area which has first been cleared or is free of all material capable of carrying fire; powersaw shall be moved at least 10 feet from place of fueling before starting.



(5)
Blasting.  Fuse or prima cord shall not be used unless authorized in writing by the COR with special precautions stated.



(6)
Smoking.  Smoking shall not be permitted within the contract area except on surfaced or dirt roads, at landings, within closed vehicles, in camps, or at other posted places, and shall never be allowed while working or traveling on foot.



(7)
Storage of Petroleum and Other Highly Flammable Products.  Gasoline, oil, grease, or other highly flammable material will be stored either in a separate building used exclusively for such storage, or at a site when all combustible debris and vegetation is cleared away within a radius of 25 feet.  Fire extinguishers and/or sand barrels may be required at such locations specified by the Forest Service when unusually hazardous conditions exist.



(8)
Debris Burning and Warming Fires.  Burning permits will be required for all debris burning fires.  Lunch and warming fires may be allowed in fireproofed areas during periods of low fire danger if and as specified in the fire plan.  Such fires must not be left burning unattended.



(9)
Precautions for Stoves.  Stovepipes on all temporary buildings, trailers, and tents using wood burning stoves, will be equipped with roof jacks and serviceable spark arresters of mesh with openings no larger than 5/8 inch.

All stovepipes, inside and out, will not be closer than 2 feet from any wood or other flammable material or 1 foot if the combustible material is protected by a metal or asbestos shield.



(10)
Welding.  Welding or use of cutting torches will be permitted only in areas that have been cleared or are free of all material capable of carrying fire.  Flammable debris and vegetation  must be removed from within a minimum of 10 feet radius of all welding and cutting torch operations.  A shovel and a 5-gallon standard backpack water container (filled) with handpump attached, shall be immediately available for use in the event of a fire start.



(11)
Fire Plan.  Prior to initiating work on the contract area, during the closed fire season period, a fire prevention and suppression plan will usually be prepared.  The Contractor and the Forest Service will jointly prepare this plan.  Such plan shall include a detailed list of men and equipment at the Contractor's disposal for implementing the plan.  The fire plan shall also specify additional measures and/or special requirements, such as Hoot Owl restrictions, necessary during periods of critical fire weather conditions.

When Hoot Owl restrictions are invoked, the Forest Service may curtail or shut down all or portions of a Contractor's operations.  The following requirements may be imposed:




(i)
All high fire risk operations could be terminated at 1300 local time.




(ii)
All burning could be stopped, including debris burning fires.




(iii)
Patrolman may be required for a period of 2 hours after high fire risk operations and 1 hour after end of work shift.  The Contractor shall provide the patrolman.


(12)
Pump and Trailer.  NOT USED



(13)
Burning.  NOT USED

H-4 - LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION 


(a)
The Contractor shall confine operations to within the clearing limits or other areas designated in contract documents, and prevent the depositing of rocks, excavated materials, stumps, or other debris outside of these limits.  Material which falls outside of these limits shall be retrieved, disposed of, or incorporated in the work as directed by the Contracting Officer.


(b)
Operation shall be scheduled and conducted to minimize erosion of soils and to prevent silting and muddying of streams, rivers, irrigation systems, and impoundments (lakes, reservoirs, etc.).

Pollutants such as fuels, lubricants, bitumens, raw sewage, and other harmful materials shall not be discharged into or near rivers, streams, and impoundments or into natural or manmade channels leading thereto.  Wash water or waste water from concrete or aggregate operations shall not be allowed to enter live streams prior to treatment by filtration, settling, or other means sufficient to reduce the sediment content to not more than that of the stream into which it is discharged.

Mechanized equipment shall not be operated in live streams without written approval by the Contracting Officer.

H-5 - LOSS, DAMAGE, OR DESTRUCTION 

(a)
Equipment furnished with operator.  The Government shall not be liable for loss, damage, or destruction of equipment furnished under this contract except for such loss, damage, or destruction resulting from the negligent or wrongful act(s) of Government employee(s) while acting within the scope of their employment.

All claims arising under this clause will be submitted to the Contracting Officer.

PART II--CONTRACT CLAUSES

SECTION I--CONTRACT CLAUSES

FAR 52.252-2   Clauses Incorporated by Reference (FEB 1998)
This contract incorporates one or more clauses by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.  Also, the full text of a clause may be accessed electronically at this/these address(es): 

www.arnet.gov/far/
www.usda.gov/procurement/policy/agar.html
FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1) CLAUSES

52.204-7
Central Contractor Registration (JUL 2006)

52.209-6
Protecting the Government's Interest when Subcontracting with Contractors Debarred, Suspended, or Proposed for Debarment (SEP 2006) (Applicable if contract exceeds $30,000)
52.215-8
Order of Precedence--Uniform Contract Format (OCT 1997)

52.219-6      
Notice of Total Small Business Set-Aside (JUN 2003) 
52.222-3      
Convict Labor (JUN 2003)

52.222-21
Prohibition of Segregated Facilities (FEB 1999)

52.222-26     
Equal Opportunity (MAR 2007) (Applicable if contract exceeds $10,000)

52.222-36     
Affirmative Action for Workers with Disabilities (JUN 1998) (Applicable if contract exceeds $10,000)

52.222-41     
Service Contract Act of 1965, as Amended (JUL 2005)

52.222-50
Combating Trafficking in Persons (SEP 2007)

52.223-6      
Drug-Free Workplace (MAY 2001) (Applicable if contract is awarded to an individual)
52.232-1
Payments (APR 84)

52.232-8      
Discounts for Prompt Payment (FEB 2002)

52.232-11
Extras (APR 1984)

52.232-18     
Availability of Funds (APR 1984) 
52.232-23     
Assignment of Claims (JAN 1986)

52.232-25     
Prompt Payment (OCT 2003)

52.232-33
Payment by Electronic Funds Transfer – Central Contractor Registration (OCT 2003)

52.233-1      
Disputes (JULY 2002)

52.233-3      
Protest After Award (AUG 1996)

52.233-4
Applicable Law for Breach of Contract Claim (OCT 2004)

52.237-2      
Protection of Government Buildings, Equipment, and Vegetation (APR 1984)

52.243-1
Changes--Fixed-Price (AUG 1987)--Alternate I (APR 1984) 

52.244-6
Subcontracts for Commercial Items (MAR 2007)
52.249-1      
Termination for Convenience of the Government (Fixed-Price)  (Short From) (APR 1984)
 
52.249-8      
Default (Fixed-Price Supply and Service) (APR 1984) 
52.253-1
Computer Generated Forms (JAN 1991)

AGRICULTURE ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 4) CLAUSES

452.237-70   
Loss, Damage, Destruction or Repair (FEB 1988)

452.237-75 Restrictions Against Disclosure (FEB 1988)

FAR 52.222-42  Statement of Equivalent Rates for Federal Hires (MAY 1989) 
In compliance with the Service Contract Act of 1965, as amended, and the regulations of the Secretary of Labor (29 CFR Part 4), this clause identifies the classes of service employees expected to be employed under the contract and states the wages and fringe benefits payable to each if they were employed by the contracting agency subject to the provisions of 5 U.S.C. 5341 or 5332.

This Statement is for Information Only:
It Is Not A Wage Determination.
Employee Class


Monetary Wage--Fringe Benefits 

Equipment Operator WG-8

 $18.29
PART III--LIST OF DOCUMENTS, EXHIBITS, AND OTHER ATTACHMENTS
SECTION J--LIST OF ATTACHMENTS

J-1 – Wage Determination No. 1995-0228 (Rev. 20), Dated 10/31/2007, 3 pages.

J-2 – Project Maps, 4 pages.  (Maps are uploaded to FBO in separate documents.)

WD 95-0228 (Rev.-20) was first posted on www.wdol.gov on 11/06/2007

Forestry and Land Management Services

******************************************************************************

REGISTER OF WAGE DETERMINATIONS UNDER  ³      U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

        THE SERVICE CONTRACT ACT       ³ EMPLOYMENT STANDARDS ADMINISTRATION

By direction of the Secretary of Labor ³       WAGE AND HOUR DIVISION

                                       ³       WASHINGTON, D.C. 20210

                                       ³ 

                                       ³ 

William W. Gross     Division of Wage  ³ Wage Determination No: 1995-0228

Director             Determinations    ³           Revision No: 20

                                       ³      Date Of Revision: 10/31/2007

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State: Idaho

Area: Idaho Statewide

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

**Fringe Benefits Required Follow the Occupational Listing**

Employed on contracts for forestry, land management, and cleaning of public use

areas services.

OCCUPATION CODE - TITLE                                          MINIMUM WAGE RATE

08010           - Brush/Precommercial Thinner                          14.63 

08040           - Choker Setter                                        17.52 

08070           - Faller/Bucker                                        21.38 

08100           - Fire Lookout                                         14.63 

08130           - Forestry Equipment Operator                          18.39 

08160           - Forestry/Logging Heavy Equipment Operator            20.33 

08190           - Forestry Technician                                  20.33 

08250           - General Forestry Laborer                              8.70 

08280           - Nursery Specialist                                   21.42 

08310           - Slash Piler/Burner                                   14.63 

08340           - Tree Climber                                         16.03 

08370           - Tree Planter                                         12.62 

08400           - Tree Planter, Mechanical                             12.62 

_____________________________________________________________________

_______________________________

ALL OCCUPATIONS LISTED ABOVE RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING BENEFITS:

HEALTH & WELFARE: $3.16 per hour or $126.40 per week or $547.73 per month

VACATION: 2 weeks paid vacation after 1 year of service with a contractor or

successor; 3 weeks after 5 years, and 4 weeks after 15 years. Length of service

includes the whole span of continuous service with the present contractor or

successor, wherever employed, and with the predecessor contractors in the

performance of similar work at the same Federal facility. (Reg. 29 CFR 4.173)

HOLIDAYS: A minimum of ten paid holidays per year: New Year's Day, Martin Luther

King Jr.'s Birthday, Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Independence Day,

Labor Day, Columbus Day, Veterans' Day, Thanksgiving Day, and Christmas Day. (A

contractor may substitute for any of the named holidays another day off with pay

in accordance with a plan communicated to the employees involved.) (See 29 CFR

4.174)

** UNIFORM ALLOWANCE **

If employees are required to wear uniforms in the performance of this contract

(either by the terms of the Government contract, by the employer, by the state

or local law, etc.), the cost of furnishing such uniforms and maintaining (by

laundering or dry cleaning) such uniforms is an expense that may not be borne by

an employee where such cost reduces the hourly rate below that required by the

wage determination. The Department of Labor will accept payment in accordance

with the following standards as compliance:

The contractor or subcontractor is required to furnish all employees with an

adequate number of uniforms without cost or to reimburse employees for the

actual cost of the uniforms. In addition, where uniform cleaning and maintenance

is made the responsibility of the employee, all contractors and subcontractors

subject to this wage determination shall (in the absence of a bona fide

collective bargaining agreement providing for a different amount, or the

furnishing of contrary affirmative proof as to the actual cost), reimburse all

employees for such cleaning and maintenance at a rate of $3.35 per week (or $.67

cents per day). However, in those instances where the uniforms furnished are

made of "wash and wear" materials, may be routinely washed and dried with other

personal garments, and do not require any special treatment such as dry

cleaning, daily washing, or commercial laundering in order to meet the

cleanliness or appearance standards set by the terms of the Government contract,

by the contractor, by law, or by the nature of the work, there is no requirement

that employees be reimbursed for uniform maintenance costs.

** NOTES APPLYING TO THIS WAGE DETERMINATION **

Under the policy and guidance contained in All Agency Memorandum No. 159, the

Wage and Hour Division does not recognize, for section 4(c) purposes,

prospective wage rates and fringe benefit provisions that are effective only

upon such contingencies as "approval of Wage and Hour, issuance of a wage

determination, incorporation of the wage determination in the contract,

adjusting the contract price, etc." (The relevant CBA section) in the collective

bargaining agreement between (the parties) contains contingency language that

Wage and Hour does not recognize as reflecting "arm's length negotiation" under

section 4(c) of the Act and 29 C.F.R. 5.11(a) of the regulations. This wage

determination therefore reflects the actual CBA wage rates and fringe benefits

paid under the predecessor contract.

The duties of employees under job titles listed are those described in the

"Service Contract Act Directory of Occupations", Fifth Edition, April 2006,

unless otherwise indicated. Copies of the Directory are available on the

Internet. A links to the Directory may be found on the WHD home page at

http://www.dol.gov/esa/whd/ or through the Wage Determinations On-Line (WDOL)

Web site at http://wdol.gov/.

REQUEST FOR AUTHORIZATION OF ADDITIONAL CLASSIFICATION AND WAGE RATE {Standard

Form 1444 (SF 1444)}

Conformance Process:

The contracting officer shall require that any class of service employee which

is not listed herein and which is to be employed under the contract (i.e., the

work to be performed is not performed by any classification listed in the wage

determination), be classified by the contractor so as to provide a reasonable

relationship (i.e., appropriate level of skill comparison) between such unlisted

classifications and the classifications listed in the wage determination. Such

conformed classes of employees shall be paid the monetary wages and furnished

the fringe benefits as are determined. Such conforming process shall be

initiated by the contractor prior to the performance of contract work by such

unlisted class(es) of employees. The conformed classification, wage rate, and/or

fringe benefits shall be retroactive to the commencement date of the contract.

{See Section 4.6 (C)(vi)} When multiple wage determinations are included in a

contract, a separate SF 1444 should be prepared for each wage determination to

which a class(es) is to be conformed.

The process for preparing a conformance request is as follows:

1) When preparing the bid, the contractor identifies the need for a conformed

occupation(s) and computes a proposed rate(s).

2) After contract award, the contractor prepares a written report listing in

order proposed classification title(s), a Federal grade equivalency (FGE) for

each proposed classification(s), job description(s), and rationale for proposed

wage rate(s), including information regarding the agreement or disagreement of

the authorized representative of the employees involved, or where there is no

authorized representative, the employees themselves. This report should be

submitted to the contracting officer no later than 30 days after such unlisted

class(es) of employees performs any contract work.

3) The contracting officer reviews the proposed action and promptly submits a

report of the action, together with the agency's recommendations and pertinent

information including the position of the contractor and the employees, to the

Wage and Hour Division, Employment Standards Administration, U.S. Department of

Labor, for review. (See section 4.6(b)(2) of Regulations 29 CFR Part 4).

4) Within 30 days of receipt, the Wage and Hour Division approves, modifies, or

disapproves the action via transmittal to the agency contracting officer, or

notifies the contracting officer that additional time will be required to

process the request.

5) The contracting officer transmits the Wage and Hour decision to the

contractor.

6) The contractor informs the affected employees.

Information required by the Regulations must be submitted on SF 1444 or bond

paper.

When preparing a conformance request, the "Service Contract Act Directory of

Occupations" (the Directory) should be used to compare job definitions to insure

that duties requested are not performed by a classification already listed in

the wage determination. Remember, it is not the job title, but the required

tasks that determine whether a class is included in an established wage

determination. Conformances may not be used to artificially split, combine, or

subdivide classifications listed in the wage determination.

PART IV--REPRESENTATIONS AND INSTRUCTIONS

SECTION K--REPRESENTATIONS, CERTIFICATIONS, AND

OTHER STATEMENTS OF OFFERORS OR RESPONDENTS

52.204-8   ANNUAL REPRESENTATIONS AND CERTIFICATIONS  (JAN 2006)

(a)(1) The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code for this acquisition is 115310. 

(2) The small business size standard is $6,500,000.00. 

(3) The small business size standard for a concern which submits an offer in its own name, other than on a construction or service contract, but which proposes to furnish a product which it did not itself manufacture, is 500 employees. 

(b)(1) If the clause at 52.204-7, Central Contractor Registration, is included in this solicitation, paragraph (c) of this provision applies. 

(2) If the clause at 52.204-7 is not included in this solicitation, and the offeror is currently registered in CCR, and has completed the ORCA electronically, the offeror may choose to use paragraph (c) of this provision instead of completing the corresponding individual representations and certifications in the solicitation. The offeror shall indicate which option applies by checking one of the following boxes: 

[  ] (i) Paragraph (c) applies. 

[  ] (ii) Paragraph (c) does not apply and the offeror has completed the individual representations and certifications in the solicitation. 

(c) The offeror has completed the annual representations and certifications electronically via the Online Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA) website at http://orca.bpn.gov. After reviewing the ORCA database information, the offeror verifies by submission of the offer that the representations and certifications currently posted electronically have been entered or updated within the last 12 months, are current, accurate, complete, and applicable to this solicitation (including the business size standard applicable to the NAICS code referenced for this solicitation), as of the date of this offer and are incorporated in this offer by reference (see FAR 4.1201); except for the changes identified below [offeror to insert changes, identifying change by clause number, title, date]. These amended representation(s) and/or certification(s) are also incorporated in this offer and are current, accurate, and complete as of the date of this offer.

 FAR Clause #            Title            Date      Change 

      ____________        _________       _____      _______ 

Any changes provided by the offeror are applicable to this solicitation only, and do not result in an update to the representations and certifications posted on ORCA. 

FAR 52.219-28  Post-Award Small Business Program Rerepresentation.  (June 2007) 

(a) Definitions. As used in this clause— 

Long-term contract means a contract of more than five years in duration, including options. However, the term does not include contracts that exceed five years in duration because the period of performance has been extended for a cumulative period not to exceed six months under the clause at 52.217-8, Option to Extend Services, or other appropriate authority. 

Small business concern means a concern, including its affiliates, that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding on Government contracts, and qualified as a small business under the criteria in 13 CFR part 121 and the size standard in paragraph (c) of this clause. 

(b) If the Contractor represented that it was a small business concern prior to award of this contract, the Contractor shall rerepresent its size status according to paragraph (e) of this clause or, if applicable, paragraph (g) of this clause, upon the occurrence of any of the following: 

(1) Within 30 days after execution of a novation agreement or within 30 days after modification of the contract to include this clause, if the novation agreement was executed prior to inclusion of this clause in the contract. 

(2) Within 30 days after a merger or acquisition that does not require a novation or within 30 days after modification of the contract to include this clause, if the merger or acquisition occurred prior to inclusion of this clause in the contract. 

(3) For long-term contracts— 

(i) Within 60 to 120 days prior to the end of the fifth year of the contract; and 

(ii) Within 60 to 120 days prior to the exercise date specified in the contract for any option thereafter. 

(c) The Contractor shall rerepresent its size status in accordance with the size standard in effect at the time of this rerepresentation that corresponds to the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) code assigned to this contract. The small business size standard corresponding to this NAICS code can be found at http://www.sba.gov/services/contractingopportunities/sizestandardstopics/. 

(d) The small business size standard for a Contractor providing a product which it does not manufacture itself, for a contract other than a construction or service contract, is 500 employees. 

(e) Except as provided in paragraph (g) of this clause, the Contractor shall make the rerepresentation required by paragraph (b) of this clause by validating or updating all its representations in the Online Representations and Certifications Application and its data in the Central Contractor Registration, as necessary, to ensure they reflect current status. The Contractor shall notify the contracting office by e-mail, or otherwise in writing, that the data have been validated or updated, and provide the date of the validation or update. 

(f) If the Contractor represented that it was other than a small business concern prior to award of this contract, the Contractor may, but is not required to, take the actions required by paragraphs (e) or (g) of this clause. 

(g) If the Contractor does not have representations and certifications in ORCA, or does not have a representation in ORCA for the NAICS code applicable to this contract, the Contractor is required to complete the following rerepresentation and submit it to the contracting office, along with the contract number and the date on which the rerepresentation was completed: 

The Contractor represents that it ( ) is, ( ) is not a small business concern under NAICS Code ______________ assigned to contract number ______________. 

[Contractor to sign and date and insert authorized signer’s name and title].

SECTION L--INSTRUCTIONS, CONDITIONS, AND NOTICES TO OFFERORS OR RESPONDENTS
FAR 52.252-1   Solicitation Provisions Incorporated by Reference (FEB 1998)
This solicitation incorporates one or more solicitation provisions by reference, with the same force and effect as if they were given in full text.  Upon request, the Contracting Officer will make their full text available.  The offeror is cautioned that the listed provisions may include blocks that must be completed by the offeror and submitted with its quotation or offer.  In lieu of submitting the full text of those provisions, the offeror may identify the provision by paragraph identifier and provide the appropriate information with its quotation or offer.  Also, the full text of a solicitation provision may be accessed electronically at this/these address(es):  

www.arnet.gov/far/
www.usda.gov/procurement/policy/agar.html
FEDERAL ACQUISITION REGULATION (48 CFR CHAPTER 1)

52.237-1
Site Visit (APR 1984)
AGRICULTURE ACQUISITION REGULATIONS (48 CFR CHAPTER 4) CLAUSES

452.204-70     
Inquiries (FEB 1988)  

FAR 52.215-5   Facsimile Proposals (OCT 1997) 

(a)  Definition.  "Facsimile proposal," as used in this provision, means a proposal, revision or modification of a proposal, or withdrawal of a proposal that is transmitted to and received by the Government via facsimile machine.

(b)  Offerors may submit facsimile proposals as responses to this solicitation.  Facsimile proposals are subject to the same rules as paper proposals.

(c)  The telephone number of receiving facsimile equipment is: 208-476-8288
(d)  If any portion of a facsimile proposal received by the Contracting Officer is unreadable to the degree that conformance to the essential requirements of the solicitation cannot be ascertained from the document--


  (1)   The Contracting Officer immediately shall notify the offeror and


  permit the offeror to resubmit the proposal.


  (2)   The method and time for resubmission shall be prescribed by the 


  Contracting Officer after consultation with the offeror; and

(3) The resubmission shall be considered as if it were received at the date and time of the original unreadable submission for the purpose of determining timelines, provided the offeror complies with the time and format requirements for resubmission prescribed by the Contracting Officer.

(e)  The Government reserves the right to make award solely on the facsimile proposal.  However, if requested to do so by the Contracting Officer, the apparently successful offeror promptly shall submit the complete original signed proposal.

SECTION M--EVALUATION FACTORS FOR AWARD

EVALUATION FACTORS

Technical Proposal.  Technical Proposals are required for evaluation of quotes.  Your proposal must include a narrative responding to each of the following evaluation factors.  You may not be contacted about missing information, so please respond fully to all criteria.  The technical proposals will be evaluated on the basis of the following criteria, which are of approximately equal importance:

(1)
Qualifications and Experience.  Identify the operator(s) who will perform the work and describe their qualifications and experience in machine slash piling and related work similar to that required by this contract. Describe average past production rates experienced.


(2)
Record of Past Performance.  List all machine slash piling and similar contracts awarded to your firm in the past three years.  Include details on the size and location of the contracts and provide the name and phone number of the Contracting Officer or client contact for each.  If problems were encountered on any of these contracts, you may identify them and the corrective measures taken to prevent a recurrance.  We will assess the performance history of the firm and proposed operators, including quality of work, timely completion, and commitment to customer satisfaction.


(3)
Equipment.  Describe the equipment, attachments, and support capability you would provide in the performance of this contract.  At a minimum, list the make, model, year, horsepower, and weight of the excavator and whether it has a thumb or grapple or other specialized attachment.  List all support equipment such as shop truck, fuel truck, ATV, etc. Describe your plan for equipment access and fueling your equipment in areas with limited road access.

(4)
Address how your machine, operator, and operating techniques will help to minimize resource impacts. 
All of the technical evaluation factors listed above, when combined, are approximately equal to price.

Price.  The prices submitted in the Schedule of Items will be evaluated for reasonableness and price realism.

AWARD DETERMINATION
Award will be made to that offeror (1) whose proposal is technically acceptable and (2) whose technical/cost relationship is the most advantageous to the Government.  The critical factor in making any cost/technical trade-offs is not the spread between the technical ratings, but rather the significance of that difference.  The significance of the difference in ratings will be determined on the basis of what that difference is and what it would cost the Government to take advantage of it.  Award may not necessarily be made for technical capabilities that would appear to exceed those needed for fulfilling the requirements of this contract.  The Government reserves the right to make cost/technical trade-offs that are in the best interest and to the advantage of the Government.

Award may be made without further negotiations.  Proposals should be submitted initially on the most favorable terms, from a price and technical standpoint, which the offeror can submit to the Government.  

