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Question:   It appears that 13 CFR 124 and the NAICS apply only to organizations in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico.  Is there a mechanism for certifying small, disadvantaged businesses which are based in, and owned by citizens of, Nicaragua or other regional countries?

 

Answer:  the Small Business programs apply only to U.S. Small Businesses.  See the definitions in FAR 19.001 for “Concern” and “Small business concern.”   Combining the two definitions results in a “small business concern” being a business entity organized for profit (even if its ownership is in the hands of a nonprofit entity) with a place of business located in the United States or its outlying areas and that makes a significant contribution to the U.S. economy through payment of taxes and/or use of American products, material and/or labor, etc. that is independently owned and operated, not dominant in the field of operation in which it is bidding on government contracts, and qualified as a small business under the criteria and size standards in 13 CFR Part 121 (see 19.102).  There is no mechanism for certifying non-U.S. businesses as small, disadvantaged businesses.
 

Question:  Can an organization self-identify if they meet the same criteria within their 

own country of origin?  And as long as they meet the criteria set forth in 13 CFR 124 as 
documented by the prime, might they be included as part of the Small,  Disadvantaged  

Business Plan on the SF 294?

 

Answer:  Per FAR 19.001, by definition, non-U.S. firms do not meet the criteria of a “small business concern” and therefore should not be included in the SF 294, Small, Disadvantaged Business Plan.
 
