Overview Information

Federal Agency Name:  Air Force Research Laboratory, Sensors Directorate, AFRL/SND Aerospace Components Subsystems Technology.
Broad Agency Announcement Title:  Advanced Component Technology for Sensor Systems (ACTSS)
Broad Agency Announcement Type:  This is the initial announcement. 
Broad Agency Announcement Number:  BAA-07-01 PKD
Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) Number(s):  12.800_AF.  If a grant or assistance instrument is awarded, the CFDA number will be 12.800 (AF) or 12.910 (DARPA) 
White Papers Due Date and Time:  The BAA is open and effective until 30 Sep 09.  White Papers will be considered if received prior to 4:00 pm EST on 30 Sep 09.   Submission of white papers will be regulated in accordance with FAR 15.208.
Additional Overview Content:

Air Force Research Laboratory, AFRL/SND, Wright Research Site is soliciting white papers on the research technology areas described below.  White papers should be addressed and e-mailed to the Contracting Point of Contact (POC) stated in Section VII of the Full Text Announcement.  This is an unrestricted solicitation.  Small businesses are encouraged to propose on all or any part of this solicitation.  The NAICS Code for this acquisition is 541710, and the small business size standard is 500 employees.  White Papers submitted shall be in accordance with this announcement.  There will be no other solicitation issued in regard to this requirement.  Offerors should be alert for any BAA amendments that may permit extensions to the white paper submission date. 

Potential offerors are notified that effective 01 Jan 2005 to be eligible for an award, they must submit annual Electronic Representations and Certifications, otherwise known as On-line Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA) via the Business Partner Network (BPN) at http://www.bpn.gov/orca.  These FAR level representations and certifications are required in addition to the representations and certifications specific to this acquisition. Before submitting the Electronic Representations and Certifications, contractors must be registered in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) Database.   On-line registration instructions can be accessed from the Wright Research Site Contracting Office home page at http://www.afrl.af.mil/contract/ or the DISA CCR home page at http://www.ccr.gov/
Type of Contract/Instrument:   The anticipated contract type for awards resulting from this call are, Cost (no fee), Cost Plus Fixed Fee (CPFF), Firm Fixed Price, cooperative agreements, or grants.  The Air Force reserves the right to select for award any, all, part or none of the effort received.  

Estimated Program Cost:  $24.9M total
Anticipated Number of Awards:  Multiple  

Brief Program Summary: 
The strategy involves the use of this open-ended BAA, which spans multiple sensor component technologies, to support research efforts that further the development and military application of these technologies.  This strategy will provide AFRL/SND an acquisition tool with the flexibility to solicit proposals and make awards to develop technologies to meet present and future DoD needs on a “real-time” basis as ever-changing technology issues are identified.  
Address technical questions to: Kerry Hill, AFRL/SND, 937-255-6548, ext 3604, email: kerry.hill@wpafb.af.mil.  Mail address: AFRL/SND, Bldg 620, 2241 Avionics Circle, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7301.
 Address contracting questions to:  Susan Southers, DET 1 AFRL/PKDB, (937) 255-5255, email susan.southers@wpafb.af.mil.  Mail address:  DET 1 Air Force Research Laboratory/PKDB, 2310 Eighth Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801. 
Full Text Announcement 
I.  Technical Description:  The Sensors Directorate of the Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL), ) is soliciting white papers under this announcement for highly unique, innovative technologies and scientific and programmatic services to support Advanced Component Technology for Sensor Systems (ACTSS) research.  
1. Statement of Objective/Needs: 
The objective of this BAA is to address highly unique and innovative science and technology areas in RF, microelectronic, EO, and photonic devices, components, and subsystems to satisfy requirements in air, space, C3, ISR, and munitions applications.  A broad range of military transitions and applications will be enabled by the technologies and capabilities developed under this BAA.  This BAA is intended for evolutionary and revolutionary research in the areas of:

· comprehensive design tools and integration techniques for RF and mixed signal devices and components critical to high performance signal integrity, advanced signal processing, high efficiency power conversion/distribution, and transmit/receive functions required to meet the performance requirements and cost goals of future high performance Air Force aerospace applications

· electronic devices for sensing for next generation military aerospace systems, including devices and circuits with potential for high frequency microwave/millimeter wave and high speed electronics applications

· RF/EO subsystems including the fabrication, assembly, packaging/protection and testing of mixed signal subsystems containing advanced microelectronics and macroelectronics devices, components and structures

· Enabling photonic technology in the design, fabrication, test and evaluation of military unique components and sub-systems for the control and processing of RF and EO signals

· electronics, millimeter wave materials, MEMS, combined microsystems technology, devices, circuits and component structures

· embedded, reconfigurable, self-reasoning, reactive, and intelligent sensor component processing, sensor data compression, and associated enabling technologies that can reconfigure and adapt to mission requirements

· advanced, integrated, avionic component architectures, with associated software infrastructure, and their evaluation for embedded applications of current and future DoD interest

2. Deliverable Items: 
a. Data Items
A001
Scientific and Technical Reports (DI-MISC-80711/T) – Final Report (one)

A002
Funds and Man Hour Expenditure Report (DI-FNCL-80331/T) – Monthly

A003  Status Reports (DI-MGMT-80368/T) – Monthly or Qtrly 
A004
Presentation Material (DI-ADMN-81373/T) – ASREQ

* “Contractor’s Billing Voucher” will no longer be reported on via the CDRL, but will be reported via the Wide Area Work Flow-Receipt and Acceptance (WAWF-RA) procedure, discussed below.

  The above listed Contract Data Requirements List (CDRL) is provided for your reference.  Other data items may apply. Contractual electronic submittals for reports after contract award must be password encrypted.  

b. Software:  To be determined depending on the nature of the work proposed.
c. Hardware:   To be determined depending on the nature of the work proposed.
Other:  To be determined depending on the nature of the work proposed , 
3. Schedule: Overall effort:  It is anticipated that the period of performance for individual awards will vary between six and twenty-four months.
4. Other Requirements
a. Program security classification:   UNCLASSIFIED thru  SECRET for individual awards determined by the nature of each award.
b. International Traffic in Arms Regulations (ITAR) (Export Control)  applicability will be determined based on the nature of each award.
c. Certified DD Form 2345, Military Critical Technical Data Agreement, required to be submitted with the proposal based on the nature of each award.
d. PL 98-94 (export control) - applicability will be determined based on the nature of each award.
e. OPSEC requirements should be followed, if there are any questions please contact AFRL/SNY 
5.  Other Information (Tailor As needed)
a. Government Furnished Property (GFP) availability:  To be determined by specific contract need.
b. Base Support/ Network Access:  To be determined by specific contract need.
c. Multiple awards subject to Fair Opportunity are not anticipated. Applicable to IDIQ contract for similar work in which task orders will be competed.
II. Award Information  
1. Anticipated Award Date:  Will vary per award.
2. Anticipated funding for the program (not per contract): The total funding for this program is $24.9M.  The anticipated funding to be obligated under this effort is broken out by fiscal year as follows:  FY07 / $8M, FY08/ $12M / FY09 $4.9M.  This funding profile is an estimate only and will not be a contractual obligation for funding as all funding is subject to change due to Government discretion and availability.  Individual awards are expected to be between $200K and $500K but may range from approximately $50K to $3M.
3. Number of awards anticipated – Multiple.
III. Eligibility Information

1. Eligible Offeror:  This is an unrestricted solicitation. Small businesses are encouraged to propose on all or any part of this solicitation.

2. Cost Sharing or Matching:  Cost Sharing is not required. 
3. Other:  
a. Foreign participation:  None  
b. This acquisition may involve data that are subject to export control laws and regulations. A foreign disclosure review of the technical data has not yet been accomplished. If the review determines that data are subject to export controls, only contractors who are registered and certified with the Defense Logistics Services Center (DLSC) shall be provided copies of data subject to foreign disclosure restrictions. Contact the Defense Logistics Services Center, 74 Washington Avenue N., Battle Creek, Michigan 40917-3084 (1-800-352-3572) for further information on the certification process. You must submit a copy of your approved DD Form 2345, Military Critical Technical Data Agreement, with your proposal.

c. There are no limits to the number of proposals an offeror may submit.

d. You may be ineligible for award if all requirements of this solicitation are not met on the due date as identified above.

IV. White Paper Submission Information:
1.
 APPLICATION PACKAGE:  THIS ANNOUNCEMENT CONSTITUTES THE ONLY SOLICITATION.     WE ARE SOLICITATING WHITE PAPERS ONLY.    DO NOT SUBMIT A FORMAL PROPOSAL AT THIS TIME.  Those white papers found to be consistent with the intent of this BAA may be invited to submit a technical and cost proposal.  See Section VI of this announcement for further details.
2.
 CONTENT AND FORM OF SUBMISSION:  Offerors are required to submit one electronic copy of a not to exceed eight (8) page white paper (7 page technical, 1 page cost) summarizing their proposed approach/solution to one of the solicited technical areas.   The purpose of the white paper is to preclude unwarranted effort on the part of an offeror whose proposed work is not of interest to the Government.  The white paper will be formatted as follows: Section A: Title, Period of Performance,  Name of Company; Section B: Task Objective; and Section C: Technical Summary. Section D:  Cost Detail Estimate to include labor, subcontractors, materials, other direct costs and total cost of the proposed research effort.  Multiple white papers within the purview of this announcement may be submitted by each offeror.  If the offeror wishes to restrict their white papers, they must be marked with the restrictive language stated in FAR 15.609(a) and (b).  All white papers/proposals shall be double spaced with a font no smaller than 12 pitch.  In addition, respondents are requested to provide a Technical and Contracting point of contact information, including phone numbers and email address.  The white paper shall also include the offerors Commercial and Government Entity (CAGE) number, Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number, and reference BAA-PKD-07-0001.  If the Government wishes to pursue a formal proposal as a result of the white paper evaluation, technical and cost proposal submission instructions will be provided via a request for proposal letter.  The proposal evaluation criteria will be as stated in Section V, Application Review Information.  White papers shall be submitted via e-mail to AFRL.SND.ACTSS@wpafb.af.mil. 

3.
 FUNDING RESTRICTIONS:    The cost of preparing white papers/proposals in response to this announcement is not considered an allowable direct charge to any resulting contract or any other contract, but may be an allowable expense to the normal bid and proposal indirect cost specified in FAR 31.205-18.  Incurring pre-award costs for ASSISTANCE INSTRUMENTS ONLY, are regulated by the DoD Grant and Agreements Regulations (DODGARS). 

V.  WHITE PAPER APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION:
1.
 EVALUATION CRITERIA:     White papers will be evaluated as they are received.  The following criteria (Technical, Cost/Price, and Proposal Risk Assessment), stated in descending order of importance, will be used to select white papers for formal proposal submission and to select proposals for award.  The criteria will be used to determine whether white papers and proposals submitted are consistent with the intent of the BAA and of interest to the Government.  The technical aspect, which is ranked as the first order of priority, shall be evaluated based on the following four sub-criteria, all of equal importance as well as on agency need and funding availability: 
a. Technical

i.  Unique and innovative solution proposed to accomplish the technical 

objectives.  New and creative solutions and/or advances in knowledge, understanding, technology, and the state of the art.

ii.  The offeror’s understanding of the scope of the technical effort

iii.  Soundness of the offeror’s technical approach.

iv.  Availability of qualified technical personnel and their experience with the 

     applicable technologies, and necessary facilities and technical resources.

b.   Cost/Price: Cost/Price includes the reasonableness and realism of the proposed cost and fee and consideration of proposed budgets and funding profiles.  Cost/Price is a substantial factor, but ranked as the second order of priority.

 c.   Proposal Risk Assessment: Proposal risk for technical, cost, and schedule will 

  be  assessed as part of the evaluation of the above evaluation criteria.  Proposal

  risk relates to the identification and assessment of the risks associated with an offeror's

  proposed approach as it relates to accomplishing the proposed effort.  Tradeoffs of the

  assessed risk will be weighed against the potential payoff.

2.  Review and Selection Process
a.  Categories:  The technical and cost elements will be evaluated at the same time and categorized as follows:

i. Category I:  Well conceived scientifically and technically sound proposals pertinent to program goals and objectives, and offered by a responsible contractor with the competent scientific and technical staff and supporting resources needed to ensure satisfactory program results.  Proposals in Category I are recommended for acceptance subject to funding constraints.

ii. Category II:  Proposals not technically sound or do not meet agency needs.

b. No other evaluation criteria will be used.  The Air Force reserves the right to select for award any, all, part or none of the proposal received.  

VI. AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION:

1.     AWARD NOTICES:     Those white papers found to be consistent with the intent of this BAA may be invited to submit a technical and cost proposal. Notification by email or letter will be sent by the Contracting Officer.  Such invitation does not assure that the submitting organization will be awarded a contract.  Those white papers not selected to submit a proposal will be notified in the same manner.  Prospective offerors are advised that only Contracting Officers are legally authorized to commit the Government.


2.     ADMINISTRATIVE AND NATIONAL POLICY REQUIREMENTS:     

Depending on the work to be performed, the offeror may require a SECRET facility clearance and safeguarding capability; therefore, personnel identified for assignment to a classified effort must be cleared for access to SECRET information at the time of award.     In addition, the offeror may be required to have, or have access to, a certified and Government-approved facility to support work under this BAA.     Data subject to export control constraints may be involved and only firms holding certification under the US/Canada Joint Certification Program (JCP) (www.dlis.dla.mil/jcp) are allowed access to such data.

3 
 SUPPORT CONTRACTORS:    The white papers and proposals submitted may be subject to review by Booz, Allen, and Hamilton and STA employees.  These employees will be functioning as technical advisors to the Government during technical evaluation, therefore, Booz, Allen and Hamilton and STA are prohibited from proposing. 

In addition, the Air Force Research Laboratory's Sensors Directorate has contracted for various business and staff support services, some of which require contractors to obtain administrative access to proprietary information submitted by other contractors. Administrative access is defined as "handling or having physical control over information for the sole purpose of accomplishing the administrative functions specified in this contract or order, which do not require the review, reading, or comprehension of the content of the information on the part of non-technical professionals assigned to accomplish the specified administrative tasks."  These contractors have signed general non-disclosure agreements and organizational conflict of interest statements.  The required administrative access will be granted to non-technical professionals. Examples of the administrative tasks performed include: a. Assembling and organizing information for R&D case files; b. Accessing library files for use by government personnel; and c. Handling and administration of proposals, contracts, contract funding and queries.  
Any objection to administrative access or technical advisor access must be in writing to the Contracting Officer and shall include a detailed statement of the basis for the objection.       


VII. AGENCY CONTACTS:
1.   Address technical questions to: Kerry Hill, AFRL/SND, 937-255-6548, ext 3604, email: kerry.hill@wpafb.af.mil.  Mail address: AFRL/SND, Bldg 620, 2241 Avionics Circle, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433.
2.  Address contracting questions to:  Susan Southers, DET 1 AFRL/PKDB, (937) 255-5255, email susan.southers@wpafb.af.mil.  Mail address:  DET 1 Air Force Research Laboratory/PKDB, 2310 Eighth Street, Wright-Patterson AFB, OH 45433-7801. 
3.  White Paper submittal electronic mail address: AFRL.SND.ACTSS@wpafb.af.mil.       All white papers should be submitted to this address.  If you have not received confirmation from AFRL within 10 working days after submittal please resubmit.

VIII.  Other Information for Full Proposal Submittal:
1. Acquisition of Commercial Items:  Based upon market research, the Government is not using the policies contained in Part 12, Acquisition of Commercial Items, in its solicitation for the described supplies or services.  However, interested persons may identify to the contracting officer their interest and capability to satisfy the Government’s requirement with a commercial item at any time during the open BAA period.
2. Wide Area Work Flow:  NOTICE:    Any contract award resulting from this solicitation will contain the clause at DFARS 252.232-7003, Electronic Submission of  Payment Requests, which requires electronic submission of all payment requests.  The clause cites three possible electronic formats through which to submit electronic payment requests.  Pursuant to that clause, the Department of Defense is adopting Wide Area Work Flow-Receipt and Acceptance (WAWF-RA).  Any contract resulting from this solicitation will establish a requirement to use WAWF-RA for invoicing and receipt/acceptance, and provide coding instructions applicable to this contract.  Contractors are encouraged to take advantage of available training (both web-based and through your local DCMA office), and to register in the WAWF-RA system.  Information regarding WAWF-RA, including the web-based training and registration, can be found at https://wawf.eb.mil.. 

3. Item Identification and Valuation.  Any contract award resulting from this solicitation may contain the clause at DFARS 252.211-7003, Item Identification and Valuation, (APR 2005) which requires unique item identification and valuation of any deliverable item for which the Government’s unit acquisition cost is $5,000 or more; subassemblies, components, and parts embedded within an item valued at $5,000 or more; or items for which the Government’s unit acquisition cost is less than $5,000 when determined necessary by the requiring activity for serially managed, mission essential, or controlled inventory.  Also included are any DoD serially managed subassembly, component, or part embedded within a delivered item and the parent item that contains the embedded subassembly, component, or part.  Per DFARS 211.274-3 Policy for Valuation, it is DoD policy that contractors shall be required to identify the Government’s unit acquisition cost for all items delivered, even if none of the criteria for placing a unique item identification mark applies.  Therefore, your proposal must clearly break out the unit acquisition cost for any deliverable items.  Per DFARS 211.274-3 Policy for Valuation, “The Government’s unit acquisition cost is the Contractor’s estimated fully burdened unit cost at time of delivery to the Government for cost type or undefinitized line, subline, or exhibit line items”  (Per DoD, “fully burdened unit costs” to the Government would include all direct, indirect, G&A costs, and an appropriate portion of fee.).  If you have questions regarding the Unique Item Identification requirements, please contact the Contracting Point of Contact listed above.  For more information, see the following website: http://www.acq.osd.mil/uid.  

4. Ombudsman:  The Ombudsman clause, 5352.201-9101 Ombudsman (Aug 2005) will be contained in any contracts or agreements resulting from this Solicitation.  The AFRL Ombudsman is Ms Sue Hunter, Director of Contracting, AFRL/PK, (937) 255-0432, email:  Sue.Hunter@wpafb.af.mil.    
5. If requested, formal proposals will be evaluated in accordance with the same evaluation criteria as found in Section V. 

6. Proposal Content Checklist:  If a full proposal is requested, the following are requirements of that proposal.  You may be ineligible for award if all requirements of this solicitation are not met on the due date of the proposal.
a. Proposals are due to the Contracting POC.

b. Formal Proposals are due as specified in the request for proposal letter.

c. Completed Certifications and Representations (Section K) are due with the proposal.  Certifications and Representations (Section K) can be found at the same website as the Model Contracts.   In the interests of transformation and streamlining and in order to be in position to award within days of completion of the technical evaluation, it is imperative that you review the model contract appropriate for your business type and provide with your proposal any exceptions to terms and conditions.

d. For any subcontracts proposed, the Cost/Business Proposal must contain a subcontractor analysis IAW FAR 15.404-3(b).

e. The Cost/Business Proposal must contain any exceptions to the sample Model Contract Terms and Conditions.  (See http://www.afrl.af.mil/contract/select-model-documents.htm for sample model contracts.)  However, be advised that the document awarded may include contract line items (CLINs)/clauses/articles in addition to those in the models, and/or some of the CLIN/clauses/articles in the models may be deleted, depending on the specific circumstances of the individual program.  Any additions or deletions will be discussed with the offeror prior to award of the document.

f. Offerors other than small businesses are to include a subcontracting plan in Microsoft Word Readable Format on a CD ROM as well as a hard copy.

g. Proposals must be submitted in the format specified (e.g., hardcopy) in Section IV.  

h. Offerors who have Forward Pricing Rate Agreements (FPRA’s) and Forward Pricing Rate Recommendations (FPRR’s) should submit them with their proposal.   

i.  Award Notices:  Offerors will be notified whether their proposal is recommended for award, by letter or e-mail.  The notification is not to be construed to mean the award of a contract is assured, as availability of funds and successful negotiations are prerequisites to any award.
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